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REVISIONS TO THE EUROPEAN TELEVISION WITHOUT FRONTIERS DIRECTIVE

EURALVA (the European Alliance of Listener and Viewer Associations) called

today for users of all audiovisual services in Europe, and their children, to be protected from commercial exploitation and excessive violence through a strengthening of the proposed EU Directive on Audiovisual Media Services.

EURALVA called for the powers of the Contact Committee – consisting of National Regulatory Authorities – to be increased so as better to coordinate national measures for the protection of  media users. EURALVA noted five principal areas of concern:

1. Identifying the country of origin and the relevant regulatory authority

2. .The lack of agreed and clear rules on the so-called “placement” of  commercial products inside programmes.

3. The neglect of the narrative and dramatic structure of programmes when inserting advertisements.

4. The failure to ensure the availability of short reports, for use by all broadcasters, of events of public interest.

5. The need to guarantee to the public a practical means of exercising their right of reply.
Members of EURALVA met in Lisbon on 16 & 17 January to consider the consultation issued by the European Commission on its proposals to amend the TVWF Directive on Audio Visual Services. Following their meeting they issued the above statement.

EURALVA, was formed in 1996 and has member organisations in Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway, Portugal, Spain and the UK, with associates in Canada and Australia. EURALVA’s aims are to work for high quality and diversity in radio and television services and to represent the interests of listeners and viewers across Europe. EURALVA supports the principles of Public Service Broadcasting.

For further information and a background briefing please contact:

Jocelyn Hay, or Professor Vincent Porter on (44) 01474 352835

Or email: secretary@euralva.org.uk. 
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